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attending physician, and one of them bore marks of the children's 
teeth. They were planted, and grew into the true garden pars- 
nip, Pastinaca sativa,which has so commonly escaped from gardens. 
There seemed no chance for error in this case. It was subse- 
quently ascertained that in the cultivated form some growers are 
careful about working among the leaves while the dew is on them, 
as severe cases of poisoning have resulted from this, and on large 
seed farms the workmen have to protect their hands and arms 
against contact with the juices, or risk poisoning similar to that 
from Rhus toxicodendron. 

White seeded Variety of the Honey Locust. Thomas Meehan. 
(Proc. Phil. Acad. Sci., 1885, pp. 404, 405.) 
The seeds of this tree, which grew near Germantown, Perm., 
were white instead of dark olive-brown as in the normal con- 
dition. It was of considerable age, and had evidently borne fruit 
for many years. The seeds were nearly orbicular in shape, in- 
stead of the usual narrowly- ovate form. 

Botanical Notes. 

Hard Rubber Slides. — For about six years I have been using 
a kind of rubber slide which I have found very convenient for 
various reasons, so that I think a description of it might be of 
some interest to microscopists. The slide is of ordinary length and 
width (3x1 in.), but quite thin (about 1-7 mm.), and is provided in 
the middle with a circular perforation about 15 mm. in diameter. 
I place the slide on the turntable, apply some cement to the edge 
of the perforation, and then fasten a 20 mm. cover glass (circle) 
on the rubber slide, which then can be used like an ordinary glass 
slide. Very thin sections or objects not requiring any cell may 
be mounted on the upper side of the circle (i.e., the side not 
touching the rubber), while, in order to mount thicker objects, or 
such as are to be protected from pressure, I simply invert the 
slide and have a cell the depth of which I can easily increase by 
a ring of cement in the usual way. 

I hardly need to say that the principal advantage gained with 
this slide is that the observer is enabled to examine both sides of 
any object under the highest powers. Perforated slides have long 
been in use, but I am not aware that they were made of rubber, 
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the material best adapted for this purpose, and, at the same time, 
inexpensive. JOS. SCHRENK. 

A New Botanical Association. — On the evening of March 5 th 
the "Asa Gray Botanical Club" was organized in Utica, N. Y., 
with a membership of twenty-four. The officers elected were : 
President, Dr. Jos. V, Haberer ; Vice-President, Miss Phelps ; 
Secretary, Prof. Geo. C. Hodges ; Treasurer, Rev. W. B. Cole- 
man ; Curator, Mr. W. P. Shephard. Meetings are to be held 
every Saturday. 

Annals of the Royal Imperial Natural History Museum of 
Vienna. — We have received the first number of this periodical,, 
containing an account of the collections which are now provision- 
ally arranged in the new museum building. In a following number 
we are promised an account by Dr. G. Beck, of the Flora of 
Southern Bosnia and adjacent parts of Herzegovina. The "An- 
nals " are edited by Dr. Franz Ritter von Hauer. 

Proposed Monograph of the Desmidiece. — -Mr. W. Barwell 
Turner has issued a prospectus of a monograph of all known 
Desmids, to be published quarterly in about twelve parts, each 
to contain from fifteen to twenty plates. The work will be com- 
menced about October 1st, 1886, provided a sufficient number of 
subscriptions are received. 

The Evolution of Phanerogams. — The second volume of MM. 
Marion and Saporta's work, " L'Evolution du Regne Vegetal," 
is devoted to the Phanerogamia. These they consider to have 
sprung directly from the heterosporous Vascular Cryptogams. 
They trace three distinct stages in this transformation, viz. : 
Progymnosperms, Gymnosperms and Metagymnosperms, and 
refer the Lepidodendrons, Sigillarias and Calamodendrons of the 
carboniferous flora to the first of these groups. (See Nature, 
xxxii, p. 289, and Journ. Roy. Mic. Soc, vi, p. 99.) 

Death of Professor Edouard Morren. — Announcement is made 
of the death of Charles-Jacques-Edouard Morren, at Liege, on 
the 23d of February, 1886. But a short time previously we had 
received his very interesting essay, " La Sensibilite et la Motilite 
des Vegetaux." Bruxelles, Decembre, 1885. He was perhaps 
best known as editor of "La Belgique Horticole." 



